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What is FORTAG?

“The Fort Ord Rec Trail and Greenway (FORTAG) is 
proposed as a 30-mile regional network of paved 

recreational trails and greenways connecting 
communities to open space.”



FORTAG Values

• Connect people to open space
• Be a pleasant experience
• Be useable by anyone
• Have room for everyone
• Be complementary to the built environment
• Have loops, of different sizes
• Be 100% connected all the way around each loop
• Have no 'red flags' from land owners and/or jurisdictions
• Function as a habitat corridor for dispersal of native 

plants and movement of wildlife (with the exception of 
certain constrained segments where this is impractical)





Existing trail use in our region









Seaside Environmental Committee

• Objectives
– Review and comment on City ordinances, policies and programs 

and state mandates relate to environmental regulations, risks 
and pollution abatement, clean water, air and energy, flora, 
fauna and biome protection and community planning topics 
expressly beyond the realm of the Planning Commission. 

– Serve in advisory capacity to the City Council, commissions, 
committees, and boards on related issues

– Identify strategic environmental goals for the City and estimate 
resources needed to accomplish these goals; investigate funding 
to implement programs to benefit the community

– Develop policies and plans for increasing environmental 
awareness in cooperation with other public and private 
agencies to include school districts



Seaside 
Environmental 

Committee
“clean air and energy”

FORTAG
• More bikes, walks,

& scooters
• Less cars
• Transportation “mode shift”
• Start young

= cleaner air & 
sustainable energy

Key areas in 
Seaside where 

FORTAG 
enables

transformative 
mode shift



Seaside 
Environmental 

Committee
“increasing environmental 

awareness”

FORTAG
• Connects schools to open spaces 

& views of the natural 
environment

• Facilitates environmental 
interpretation &
tactile experience

= increased environmental 
awareness

Schools



On-campus trails and
habitat learning engagement

Just next door at  the Chartwell School



Seaside 
Environmental 

Committee
“flora & fauna protection”

FORTAG
• Greenways are habitat corridors
• Under-crossings for wildlife
• Route chosen to celebrate and 

protect key habitat
• Promotes economic growth based 

on recreation & conservation

= flora & fauna protection

Key flora & 
fauna 

protection 
areas



Wildlife-friendly undercrossing at Gen. Jim Moore Blvd
Connects Frog Pond to Fort Ord National Monument



Elfin Oaks grove / “Becky’s Trail”
Unique expression of multi-stemmed oak woodland





Environment-Impact Continuum
in Seaside East 

No development
No access

Maximum 
development

Trails & Greenways

Protect listed species
Protect iconic environments

Protect viewsheds

Partial or phased development

On-site mitigation

Manage own risk regarding
FORA and the draft HCP

Fort Ord open 
space convenient 

to Seaside 
residents

Enjoyable active 
transportation 
routes to Ryan 

Ranch etc.

Water?











Development proposal Dec 2016















Two ways to approach planning

Concept         Specifics      Review        Alter     Approve

Dead 
project

Weaker 
environment

Environmental input

MG

CC

Stronger 
environment



“Identify strategic environmental goals”

Seaside Environmental Committee



fortag.org

facebook.com/FORTAG



Final note:

If you happen to be shown in one of the photos in this presentation and either:
(1) want a copy of the photo, or
(2) want the photo to be removed from our outreach materials,
please let us know.

fortag@fortag.org

mailto:fred@fortag.org
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